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Fourteen new recruits will attend PSOs in 
July and August.  We are excited to an-
nounce the arrival of our volunteers in 
new communities of Pecos, NM and Cor-
tez, CO. As reported in the last Team 
Summary, the WHWT is experiencing new 
expansion.  OSM/VISTA Amy Wein-
furter has agreed to stay with the Team 
for a second year of service bringing in-
creased effectiveness and sustainability to 
the Coal Creek Watershed Coalition (CCWC, 
Crested Butte, CO).  In addition, the 
WHWT Support Office in Durango is also 
excited to be working closely with the 
Team’s new nonprofit sponsor, the South-
west Conservation Corps, providing young 
women and men with structured, safe and 
challenging work and educational opportu-
nities through employment projects that 
promote personal growth, the develop-
ment of social skills, and an ethic of natu-
ral resource stewardship. New Summer 
Associate-turned-OSM/VISTA Miriam 
Gillow-Wiles makes a fine addition to the 
Support Office Team and has been joined 

by fellow Summer Associate Crystal 
Livingston, who is providing support to 
our 19 Summer Associates. 

WHWT Continues Growth! 
Third Quarter 
Team Summary  

Western Hardrock Watershed 
Team 

•An OSM/VISTA Initiative• 

The Western 
Hardrock Watershed 
Team (WHWT) is a 

coalition of community/
watershed improvement 
groups, confronting the 
challenges that remain 
from historic mining in 
the West.  We address 
environmental degrada-
tion and community 
impoverishment, pro-
viding rural mining 
communities with the 
skills and capacity they 
need to make their 
neighborhoods/
watersheds better 

places to live and work. 
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WHWT Summer Associate Brittany 
Perkins checks water flow levels downstream 
of the Carbinero adit before the stream meets 
the Howard Fork river above Ophir, CO 

groups they are serving.   

.Examples of project themes include a children’s 
river theater camp, historic mine-mapping, river-
bank remediation, website development, grant-
writing, water-quality monitoring, and volunteer 
recruitment. 

This year the WHWT successfully placed a 
total of 19 8-week Summer Associates in 
communities throughout Colorado. These 
associates have been working hard through 
the summer in watershed and community 
groups, concentrating on one or several of 
our Team’s core goals.   Summer Associates 
come at no extra cost to the community 

Summer Associates Program in Full Effect! 
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and fellow OSM/VISTAs To-
rie Bowman and Grady 
Harper were on hand to do-
nate their time and services.  
OSM/VISTA Kathleen Mur-
phy of Willow Creek Reclamation 

Committee (Creede, CO) organ-
ized a Willow planting, enroll-
ing the help of OSM/VISTA 
Katie Testa. This year, half of 
the volunteers that assisted in 
the planting were not members 
of the Willow Creek Reclama-
tion Committee! This success-
ful turnout is a direct result of 
Murphy’s recruiting and adver-
tisement of the event and com-
munication with the commu-
nity.  The City of Creede do-
nated the use of a back hoe 
along with an operator, which 
were used to create the willow 
nurseries below town. The City 
Mayor also volunteered his 
time, and a member of the For-
est service provided his techni-
cal willow-planting guidance. 

 

The WHWT celebrated Ameri-
Corps Week, a week-long series 
of events designed to help find 
new recruits and raise commu-
nity awareness about the great 
work being done by VISTAs.  
OSM/VISTA Amy Weinfurter 
invited all the Gunnison 
County Commissioners and 
Crested Butte Town Council 
members to a demonstration of 
water sampling techniques.  
Explaining sampling strategy 
and procedures to Commis-
sioner Starr was a great way to 
take a step back and think 
about the larger purpose of her 
group and the way our organi-
zation shares its findings with 
the public. OSM/VISTA Ce-
dar Keshet organized a Con-
servation Fun Day at the 
Paonia River Park, teaching 
area youth about Solar Energy. 
The event integrated elementary 
to high school curriculum. 
Keshet secured DMEA and 
Touchstone Energy’s sponsor-
ship of an SEI solar school bus, 

AmeriCorps Week Highlights Community Service 

 Western Hardrock Watershed Team 

The WHWT partners with 
community-led grassroots wa-
tershed groups to build capacity 
in their communities and de-
velop holistic solutions to envi-
ronmental and economic degra-
dation.  The 20 OSM/VISTAs 
currently serving commit them-
selves to furthering sustainabil-
ity in their community groups 
and aiding efforts to combat 
environmental and social prob-
lems therein. In-kind donations 
produced by OSM/VISTAs 
have grown by 50%.  By focus-
ing on the core goals of the 

WHWT, the OSM/VISTAs and their watershed organizations greatly affect their com-
munities and the region at large.  Here are some key statistics:  

Team Resource Generation: a Continuing WHWT Goal  

Resources Generated by WHWT OSM/VISTAs  

This Quarter: 
April 1- June 31, ‘09 

1116  $110,174 $17,700  

Overall Total: 
2007-2009  

4179 $387,838 $330,988 

 Hours of Service 
from Community 
Volunteers  

Documented In-
Kind Donations  

Grants and Other 
Cash Donations  

OSM/VISTA Amy Weinfurter hopes 
her photo in the local paper wills spread 
awareness throughout her community on water 
quality.  She involved local representatives in 
her AmeriCorps Week Event in Crested 
Butte, CO 
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The OSM/VISTA Cora McCold has been busy ensuring 
the sustainability of her Watershed Organization, the Blue 
River Watershed Group (BRWG, Frisco, CO).  She, her su-
pervisor, and a board member met briefly in May with the 
Summit County Commissioners.  The mission and purpose 
of the BRWG was discussed, and the final version of the 
Snake River Watershed Plan was presented and discussed 
to the Commissioners.  She also prepared and submitted a 
proposal to a local grant maker, The Summit Foundation 
and one to Patagonia as part of the Wild and Scenic Envi-
ronmental Film Festival. The BRWG was awarded $1,000 
to offset the cost of bringing the Film Festival to the com-
munity and $12,000 for personnel salary as a result of these 
proposals.  Cora also applied to the River Network for a 
scholarship to attend the National River Rally in Baltimore. 
The total cost of attending was $965 and the OSM/VISTA 
received a scholarship for $500.   

For a fundraising tour, OSM/VISTA Nadia Hebard of the 
Mancos River Watershed Protection Project (Mancos, CO) re-
quested and received $225 in cash donations from excavation 
and irrigation companies in the watershed.  The tour was 
attended by 30 people in spite of poor weather conditions, all 
of whom paid $15, and some of whom came from as far as 5 
hours away. She also received a grant through NPS Colorado 
for $5000 to support their water literacy campaign, which 
involves projects like Mancos River Day, movie night, a 
speaker series, and website development.  It is the first grant 
she’s ever written.  Along with her supervisor, she is cooking 
BBQ at the local Farmer’s Market every Thursday evening, 
where they are serving locally grown, organic meat and vege-
tables to raise money for their project.  At the last Farmer’s 
Market, which was on a rainy afternoon, they raised more 
money than has ever been raised in years past by the Town, 
who used to run the BBQ.   
 

Core Goal 1. Capacity Building 

WHWT  Core Goals   
Featured below are a few stories highlighting some of the many successes experienced this quarter, 

from April 1- June 31, 2009:  

 Third Quarter Team Summary  

Dr. T Allan Comp, Founder and 
Coordinator of the Appalachian 
Coal Country Watershed Team 
(ACCWT) and the Western 
Hardrock Watershed Team 
(WHWT), was honored as a Na-
tional River Hero on May 31, at 
River Network’s National River 
Rally in Baltimore.  
The peer-nominated award pro-
gram, now in its eighth year, honors 
individuals who have made substan-
tial and inspirational contributions 
to river conservation. That some-
one is getting the award isn’t un-
usual – that Dr. Comp is getting it 
is: He is the first federal employee 
to receive the award since its incep-
tion in 2002.  
“Dr. T Allan Comp successfully 
uses a multidisciplinary approach to 
bring hope to rural communities 
affected economically and environ-

mentally from coal extraction in 
Appalachia”, said Katherine 
Luscher, Program Director at 
River Network. “Allan truly epito-
mizes the spirit and intent of the 
award, and we are thrilled to 
honor him for all he has done to 
artfully transform an environ-
mental liability into community 
assets.”  
Comp is one of five persons this 
year to receive the National River 
Hero award for commitment to 
clean, healthy waters. The Na-
tional River Hero, a peer-
nominated award started in 2002, 
annually celebrates rivers and rec-
ognizes individuals in the water-
shed movement who provide 
leadership, inspire the work of 
others, utilize innovative strategies 
and techniques to achieve signifi-
cant results, and foster the growth 

and sustainability of a watershed com-
munity. To date, 28 individuals have 
been honored as National River Heroes.  
WHWT OSM/VISTA Cora McCold 
was on hand to help present the award 
to Dr. Comp. 

WHWT Director Named National River Hero 

Above: Director T Allan Comp (in bowtie) was 
presented the River Hero Award with the help of  
WHWT OSM/VISTA Cora McCold (on 
right) and two OSM/VISTAs from Comp’s 
Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team 
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This spring, the Coal Creek Watershed Coali-

tion (CCWC, Crested Butte, CO) sponsored 
and participated in the 6th Annual PooFest, 
a town event to rid the town of pet waste.  
OSM/VISTA Amy Weinfurter tabled dur-
ing the event, handing out newsletter and 
fact sheets about the negative effects of pet 
waste on the watershed, and providing a 
brief presentation of the impact of non-
point source pollution on Coal Creek.  Al-
together, the event removed over 1,000 
pounds of pet waste from the town of 
Crested Butte.  She hopes that providing 
the participants in this event with informa-
tion about the negative impacts of pet 
waste will empower them to encourage 
their friends and neighbors to clean up after 
their dogs.  An article in the Crested Butte 

News and in the spring edition of the Coal 
Creek newsletter covered this event and 
emphasized the environmental importance 
of removing pet waste from the waste 
stream.   

OSM/VISTA KatieTesta and her group, 
Lake Fork Watershed Stakeholders (LFWS, 
Lake City, CO), have plans to monitor the 
water quality and take flow measurements 
on the Lake Fork River and Henson 
Creek.  The group plans to use equipment 
and get instruction from several of their 
partners, including the Division of Recla-
mation, Mining and Safety and the Bureau 
of Land Management.  LFWS is also plan-
ning to do monitoring on Lake San Cristo-
bal, which will begin once they gain access 

to a small motor boat.  Another mine 
remediation project that Testa is 
working on is Artposium.  One of the 
main anticipated end results of this 
project is the cleanup of one of their 
watershed’s mining sites.  Artposium, 
scheduled to go off in July of 2010, is 
a collaboration between County stake-
holders and the Colorado Art 
Ranch.  The title of the project is 
"Envisioning Solutions for an Aban-
doned Mine in Hinsdale County Colo-
rado."  Artposium addresses the gap 
between pro- and anti- mining inter-
ests, and its main objective is to 
stimulate discussion about possible 
solutions to an abandoned hard rock 
mine site. 

Core Goal 2: Water Quality Monitoring, Research, and Clean 
Water Initiatives 

ter, which was designed by Palamara, introduced 
the community to both the VISTA and the wa-
tershed group, based in Boulder County, CO. 
Community members have become increasingly 
involved in LWOG programs as a result of the 
publicity generated by the newsletter. He also 
expanded the outreach efforts of LWOG to 16 
scheduled events for the upcoming summer, a 
stark increase from the previous year’s 7 event 
total. The OSM/VISTA’s presence at the Long-
mont Farmers’ Market has offered LWOG the 
chance to spread recruitment efforts beyond the 
organization’s previous sphere of influence. 
Eight new individuals requested information 
packets as a result of Palamara’s decision to setup 
a booth at various events. He also participates 
weekly in two separate community oriented out-
reach events. Matt engages in constant conversa-
tion with local community members who are 
interested in becoming involved with the organi-
zation at the local events he attends, including 
the local Farmer’s Market.  He has formulated 
and updated four outreach pamphlets and hand-
outs and created a tri-fold handout, and a flier 
for the annual LWOG Appreciation Day picnic. 

New OSM/VISTA Kristin Hettich is already 
hard at work promoting the Lake Fork Watershed 

Working Group (Leadville, CO).  One of her first 
activities was designing their website and Face-
book page. This is an ongoing project as the web-
site will continually be updated with meeting 
dates, events, links to relevant information, etc.  
She also designed a brochure to pass out at area 
farmers’ markets as well as the Boom Days festi-
val, August 7-9.  In addition to this, she is helping 
to organize a tour of the Dinero Tunnel site, lo-
cated on a patented mining claim in private own-
ership.  The site is being pursued for cleanup due 
to significant downstream impacts to federal 
lands and waters, before a bulkhead is installed. 
Krisitin invited representatives of the organiza-
tions involved (BLM, EPA, CDRMS) as well as 
local, state politicians, land owners.  

Formulating and distributing the Lefthand Water-

shed Oversight Group (LWOG, Niwot, CO)’s first 
quarterly newsletter detailing events, clean-ups, 
and upcoming reclamation projects within the 
watershed has been an ongoing project for 
OSM/VISTA Matthew Palamara. The newslet-

Core Goal 3. Education and Outreach 
  

“Matt makes a point 

to engage in constant 

conversation with 

local community 

members who are 

interested in becoming 

involved with the 

organization at  local 

events he attends” 

Page 4 Newsletter Title 

OSM/VISTA Ka-
tie Testa held a 
booth at a Lake City, 
CO event where her 
AMD (Acid Mine 
Drainage) tie-dye t-
shirts raised money 
and awareness for 
water quality issues  

 Western Hardrock Watershed Team 
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OSM/VISTA Katy Rende’s organization, 
Mountain Studies Institute (MSI) in Silverton, CO, 
is working with the Community and Educa-
tional Gardens of Silverton (CEGS), along 
with other regional partners, to start a commu-
nity garden in Silverton that would provide 
growing space and classes for all residents re-
gardless of income level.  The project is just 
getting underway, but so far she has rallied a 
group of interested citizens and started work-
ing to put a small growing space at the pre-
school.  She is currently working on research-
ing grants to get the project funded further and 
on a partnership to start the construction of 
year-round community garden, sprouting cen-
ter, and compost in Silverton.  This project will 
help Silverton residents become more eco-
nomically independent, teach about nutrition, 
and get school children involved in gardening.  
Rende has also assisted with the planning of an 
education and research field station, and is 
currently working on a capital campaign for 
the future purchase of the property.  The field 
station brings in additional revenue to the 
town of Silverton and provides an excellent 
learning environment for people in the scien-
tific community to study the San Juan Moun-
tains.  One grant has been submitted for this 
campaign, and more are in progress. 
 

The OSM/VISTA Deanna Drew started planning a recreational trail 
along the river corridor for the East Fork of the Dolores River Restoration 

Project in Rico, CO. The trail snakes through mining impacted lands 
and includes a parking lot, and picnic area and public river access .  
This concept was received favorably by the Rico Town Board of 
Trustees and made possible by a Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)  
grant.  The planned trail affords opportunities to link historic mining 
heritage, water quality education, recreation, and local businesses. 

Core Goal 4. Community Revitalization 

Page 5 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Below: OSM/VISTA and Team Leader Torie Bowman, who will finish her 
two-year term with the Team in August,  participated in OSM/VISTA Cedar 
Keshet’s Conservation Fun Day, which was held during AmeriCorps Week 

 Third Quarter Team Summary  

Above: Summer Associate Steve Bogott, Su-

pervisor Anthony Poponi, Mark Hatcher 
of the US Forest Service, and Wendy 
Brown of the Rocky Mountain Biological 
Laboratory lug batteries to the creek cross-
ing as part of CCWC’s mine remediation 

Above: OSM/VISTA Katy Rende and her supervisor Jim Donovan conduct 
an alpine limnology study.  Katy recruited local volunteers to help with the testing.  

Promoting MSI projects throughout the small, isolated mountain com-
munity of Silverton, CO is a big component of her position 



6 

Core Goal 5: Professional Development 

OSM/VISTAs Luke Gallegos, Katie 
Testa, Amy Weinfurter, Ruth Robinson, 
Torie Bowman, and Katrina Dahlman 
attended Rural Philanthropy Days in Crested 
Butte, CO. This three day event provided 
valuable workshops on topics such as social 
networking, fundraising, and mission rele-
vance. The attending OSM/VISTAs were 
also able to talk with grant makers about 
possible future funding.  Luke, who works 
with the Colorado Watershed Assembly, also 
attended a social networking seminar in 
Grand Junction that discussed using applica-
tions like Facebook, Twitter, and Linked-In 
to broaden the outreach capabilities of non-
profit organizations.  OSM/VISTA Nadia 
Hebard was “incredibly fortunate” to attend 
a 4–day Teacher Workshop  hosted by the 
Rio Grande Conservation District at Trin-
chera Ranch in Fort Garland, CO.  She was 
joined by OSM/VISTA Cedar Keshet.  
OSM/VISTA Kara Holzmiller with the 
Upper South Platte Watershed Association said,  
“being a part of the WHWT gives you the 
opportunity to attend various educational 

conferences that are very valuable.  One conference that I attended 
was the Deliberative Democracy Workshop in Fort Collins, CO.  I 
found this to be very worthwhile because it taught me how to facili-
tate a group/community discussion or forum. I learned how to really 
listen to the people speaking and how to respond to them.”  

OSM/VISTAs Amy Weinfurter, Katie Testa, Team Leader Torie Bowman 
and OSM/VISTA Katrina Dahlman represented their sponsoring 
organizations at Rural Philanthropy Days, which offers an opportunity for 
nonprofit organizations in rural Colorado to interact with funders 

As the Team expands, more community/watershed organizations 

are needed to host year-long volunteers.  WHWT is looking for 

watershed groups working in historic mining communities and 

interested in pursuing the 5   core goals of the WHWT.  If you 

know of a group that could support a year-long, full-time OSM/

VISTA, please contact Torie Bowman at sup-

port@hardrockteam.org or call 970.901.6041.  Find the Team 

online at http://www.hardrockteam.org . 

This program is made possible by AmeriCorps*VISTA and the Of-

fice of Surface Mining with support from the Colorado Division of Rec-

lamation, Mining, and Safety, the US EPA Office of Environmental 

Protection, the Wolcott Family Foundation, and the Colorado Water-

shed Assembly.  The Southwest Conservation Corps serves as our non-

profit sponsor. 

 

701 Camino des Rio 
Suite 101 
Durango, CO 81301 

Western Hardrock 
Watershed Team 

Phone: 970-403-0136 
Fax: 970-259-9424 
E-mail: support@hardrockteam.org 

The Western Hardrock Watershed 
Team: working with historic 
mining communities to improve 
sustainability and quality of life. 
 

We’re on the web! 
www.hardrockteam.org  


